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Period for Reply 
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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Beaton. 

The patent to Beaton shows an insect trap having an upper section 21 , having side 
walls, a top cover 30 and plural openings 22 in the side walls. Beaton shows an 
enclosed lower section 24 and a funnel 23 between the upper section and the lower 
section wherein the funnel has a wide opening adjacent the upper section and a smaller 
opening within the lower section. Beaton shows a light source 28. Beaton shows a 
hanging means (not labeled) in Fig. 1. Beaton shows a clear plastic funnel which 
would be optically transmissive. In reference to claim 13, Beaton shows a cover 27 that 
attaches to the enclosed lower section when the enclosed lower section is removed 
from the upper section. Beaton shows a clear plastic lower section that would 
inherently be optically transmissive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 7, 10, 17, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Beaton. 

The patent to Beaton shows an insect trap as discussed above. In reference to claim 3, 
the sleeve 21 of Beaton is clear to draw insects into the trap, but it would have been 
obvious to employ a white inner surface of the sleeve since the insects are attracted to 
light colors. In reference to claim 7, Beaton does not disclose using a ultraviolet light 
source, but it would have been obvious to employ an old and well known ultraviolet light 
source for the known insect attracting properties. In reference to claim 17, Beaton does 
not show a funnel insert disposed within the funnel to restrict the opening of the funnel, 
but it would have been obvious to employ a funnel insert or a funnel with a smaller 
opening for the purpose of adjusting the size of the opening for different sized insects. 
In reference to claim 19, Beaton does not disclose the angle of the funnel which 
appears to be about 60 degrees from the horizontal. At any rate, it would have been 
obvious to employ an angle of at least 45 degrees from the horizontal to ensure insects 
that land of the funnel are directed by gravity into the trap and since exact sizes and 
angles of the trap would be determined through routine experimentation absent a 
showing of criticality. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Mah, Boobar, Takamoto, Wilson, Noonan, Glass, 
and Troth show other insect traps with light. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kurt Rowan whose telephone number is 703 308-2321 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on 703 308-2574. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). , j i /n 




Kurt Rowan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3643 
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